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SUBJECT: MONDELLI ECONOMIC TEAM 

REF: BUENOS AIRES 825 

1 . AFTER ANNOUNCEMENT MADE TO PRESS THAT RICARDO ARRIAZU 
WAS TO REPLACE GUIDO DITELLA AS SECRETARY OF PLANNING 
AND COORDINATION, ARRIAZU, AS IT TURNED OUT, REFUSED TO 
ACCEPT POSITION. ARRIAZU HAS BEEN IN CHILE ON ECLA GRANT 
AND RETURNED TO BUENOS AIRES FEB 5 FOR DISCUSSION WITH 
MONDELLI, BUT REFUSED TO ACCEPT JOB. OTHER SECRETARIES 
REPORTED REFTEL HAVE TAKEN OFFICE BUT NO REPLACEMENT 
CANDIDATE FOR ARRIAZU YET ANNOUNCED. 

2. REACTION TO MONDELLI IN PRESS CONTINUES UNENTHUSIASTIC 
AND MANY SOURCES HAVE TOLD EMBASSY HE IS SIMPLY ANOTHER 
SHORT-TERM, INTERIM MINISTER. ON THE OTHER HAND BANKING AND 
BUSINESS SOURCES REGARD MONDELLI AS GENERALLY CONSERVATIVE 
IN THINKING AND WOULD FOLLOW CONSTRUCTIVE POLICIES 

IF HE HAD THE POLITICAL BACKING. CONSENSUS IS, HOWEVER, 

THAT HE LACKS POLITICAL BASE, AS EMBASSY REPORTED 
PREVIOUSLY, AND IS UNLIKELY TO OBTAIN THE SUPPORT 
HE WOULD NEED. 
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